
The Lord is King
Part Three: Purpose

A. INTRODUCTION 

Thinking like Copernicus

B. GOD’S SOVEREIGN PLAN AND THE CROSS - COSMIC

Ephesians 1

Redemption by his blood

The mystery of his will

Kept hidden for ages past

Genesis 1-2

God's people: Adam and Eve

God’s place: the Garden of Eden

Living under God’s rule / blessing: the word of God
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Genesis 3

Genesis 12

God’s people: the descendants of Abraham

God’s place: the promised land

God's rule / blessing: the promise of God’s presence

The story of the Old Testament: God’s Kingdom is coming

The story of the New Testament: God’s Kingdom has come in Jesus

Mark 1:15: behold the time is fulfilled and the Kingdom of God is at hand. 

Luke 24:25  He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?”

Luke 24:45  Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, 

“This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,47 and repentance 

and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

Revealed

Ephesians 3
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IMPLICATIONS 

Ephesians 1

1. The cross of Christ is God’s plan from the beginning. 

!

2 Thess 2:13  But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the 

beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the 

truth. 14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.

2.  The cross of Christ fulfills God’s plan for the universe.   

Col 1:19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed 

on the cross.

John 12: 31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 

32 But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” 

Hebrews 2:14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his 

death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all 

their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.

 

3. The cross of Christ is God's plan for God’s glory. 
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New creation

Creation



C. GOD’S SOVEREIGN PLAN AND THE CROSS - PERSONAL

Ephesians 2

Pelagius

v

Augustine

Those who are forsaken by the light of righteousness, and are therefore groping in darkness, produce 

nothing else than those works of darkness which I have enumerated, until such time as it is said to them, 

and they obey the command: ‘Awake you that sleep, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you 

light’ … That free will, whereby man corrupted his own self, was sufficient for his passing into sin; but to 

return to righteousness, he has need of a Physician, since he is out of health; he has need of a Vivifier, 

because he is dead. 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! Augustine of Hippo

" Ephesians 2:1-3

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Problem

Ezekiel 16
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Solution

The sovereign solution of the cross
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