REAL FOOD SHORT TALKS: KNOWING GOD

TALK 7: THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
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A. The goal of Christian ministry

1. God’s plan revealed

Ephesians 1:9-10 And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. 




Ephesians 2:1-7 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins… But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ…in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 




2. God's plan demonstrated in his church

Ephesians 2:19-22 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and  members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

Eph 3:10-11 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.  



3. God’s church built by the word 

Ephesians 4:11-16






B. The means of Christian ministry



Romans 10:14  How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” …..17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.



1 Thess 1: 8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it,  9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,  10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 


[bookmark: OLE_LINK45][bookmark: OLE_LINK46]Colossians 1:28 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29 To this end I labour, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.




C. The call to Christian ministry


Ephesians 4:1  As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.


1. A mind shift 




2. A life ambition




3. A great question




Conclusion
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